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Prepared by Sapio Analytics, a government advisory firm, that works closely with Government of India 

bodies in the field of geopolitics, through its Geopolitical Division. This paper is a part of the series of 

white papers that study India’s relations with countries around the world.  

 

The purpose of this paper is to introduce and study the historical and cultural relations between India 

and Zimbabwe, in the context of its modern relations. The relation between the countries brings out the 

similarities between them with regards to history, culture, way of life, as well as their economic 

interdependencies.  

 

Our past can never be outdated, as it has our existence rooted in it. This paper should be understood and 

viewed through this perspective. The paper also provides certain recommendations on the actions that 

the two countries should take to forge a better relationship and extract the untapped value. 
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Summary- what’s in the paper 
 

India and Zimbabwe are in two different continents, and to the unknowing minds, they may 

seem very distinct from each other.  

This paper dispels that myth and clearly establishes common points of relations between the 

two countries, especially in the context of the beliefs and traits of its citizens, that seem to have 

similar roots.  

By focusing on the historical origins of the original inhabitants of the civilizations that these 

nation-states have been created from, and by evaluating the recent histories of their 

relationships, along with a detailed understanding of the modern socio-economic situations of 

the countries; this paper talks about the lesser-known elements of the similarities between the 

countries/civilizations and how they can use this to their advantage in terms of their overall 

growth. 

The paper clearly states certain recommendations that are drawn out of the research in the 

paper. All research given in the paper needs to be further deepened for effective execution of 

these recommendations.  

These recommendations are around establishment of more clarity on similarities between the 

two countries, that should allow a seamless import of new age technologies from India to 

Zimbabwe and improve trade relations across sectors due to the ease in functioning created by 

knowledge of such similarities.  

Overall, the paper states that India and Zimbabwe have a relationship that is deeper than what 

most of its citizens know about, and promotion of the same with their citizens shall help 

establish better trade relations. Moreover, knowledge of such relationship can help in social 

growth of the two countries as well, by learning from their experiences.  

It also states some preliminary recommendations for modern bilateral relations, especially 

increased socio-cultural support between the two nations, to chart a stronger path of economic 

revival, through both increased FDI and increased overall engagement of the citizens.  
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Introduction 
 

History, people and civilization are at the core of India-Zimbabwe relations. This paper puts 

forth some of the unusual ways of viewing India Zimbabwe’s relations. India and Zimbabwe 

shared relations before they became nation-states. Some of the aspects discussed in the paper 

provide an insight into a relation that has the greatest potential to develop considering its 

historic context, people-to-people contact and the civilizational might.  

India was among the few countries that attended Zimbabwe’s first Independence Day 

celebration in 1980. PM Indira Gandhi visited Zimbabwe and was warmly welcomed by 

Zimbabwean counterparts. 

Although a land locked country today, Zimbabwe had trade relations with India via Indian 

ocean. It always had an access to the ocean thanks to the powerful ruling kingdoms of this 

region for centuries. Home to one of the most famous sites in Africa, ‘Great Zimbabwe’, 

Zimbabwe has a rich and long civilizational culture. Zimbabwe India share a relation that 

isn’t obvious but nevertheless worth studying about, because this can help define their current 

and future relations. 

 

 

Vice President of India Mr. M. Venkaiah Naidu with President of Zimbabwe Mr. Emmerson 

Mnangagwa. Available at: https://twitter.com/vpsecretariat/status/1058645016271351808 
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Civilizational Countries 
 

Both India and Zimbabwe have had a civilization at its core. Not all countries in the world are 

called civilizational countries, but India and Zimbabwe are. The history of India begins with 

the Indus valley civilization, which is the oldest civilization on earth dating back to 2500 BC 

(Known India). Archeologist have excavated, in this region, planned sophisticated cities, the 

great bath area, world’s earliest known dockyard at Lothal, and varieties of jewelry items both 

for women and men (The Better India,2016). This civilization’s study through research and 

excavation brought forth the lives of communities that were self-sufficient, had trade and 

exchanges with other region and which had skilled architecture and tool making abilities.  

On the other hand, the Great Zimbabwe was a kingdom located in present day Zimbabwe, 

which dates back to 1100 to 1450 AD (UNESCO World Heritage Site). At the peak of its glory, 

it is estimated that Great Zimbabwe could have housed 18,000 people (Southern Kingdoms-

History of Africa, 2020). The stone masonry technique was highly developed. The seven-

meter-tall wall built around the queen’s palace was constructed without water and hence most 

unique in Africa. About one million stone bricks were used only for the main wall that 

surrounds the Queen’s palace. The Great Zimbabwe too was a testimony to the great cultural 

and architectural skill of the people living in those regions during that period just like the Indus 

valley civilization.  

The excavation from both the ruins of the great civilizations tells a story of advanced 

cities, city management, enormous settlements, advanced tools and architectural might.  

Both these civilizations are also evidence of human strength and engineering. They tell a tale 

of civilizations that were ahead of their time.  

Both these extraordinary civilizations have had theories engineered by westerners that credited 

west in one or the other way for their creation. The westerners simply could not believe that 

these civilizations with its architectural superiority and artifacts could be created by the 

indigenous population whom they considered inferior. James Lewis, a British soldier in East 

Indian Company attributed the Harappa site (part of Indus Valley Civilization) to Alexander 

the Great who came to Indian sub-continent in 326 BCE (World History Encyclopedia,2020). 

Moreover, the theory of Aryans invading Indian sub-continent and destroying the Indus Valley 

Civilization is utterly misleading, as no such thing ever happened. Aryans never invaded Indian 

sub-continent but rather settled here only after the approval of the people living in this region 

(The Print,2019).  

In case of ‘Great Zimbabwe’, the western colonizers came up with similar theories that linked 

the creation of the Great Zimbabwe to the northern race. In words of James Bent (1852-1897), 

a British explorer, archeologist and writer, ‘A prehistoric race-built ruins…A northern race 

coming from Arabia closely akin to the Phoenician and Egyptian and eventually developing 

into the more civilized races of the ancient world’ (Southern Kingdoms-History of 

Africa,2020). Simply put, there was a clear disagreement among the earlier western explorers 

about African people’s ability to build such a splendor structure. Thus, showcasing western 

colonizer’s disbelief in the sheer might of the civilization of India and Zimbabwe before they 
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invaded these regions. Both these are UNESCO World Heritage Sites today that are to be 

preserved for generations to come. This recognition not only brings glory and international 

recognition to these places but also are a representation of the acceptance in the world today, 

that these sites portray the architectural and cultural might of the people who inhabited these 

regions before westerners invaded it.  

The country Zimbabwe is indeed named after this historic monument, since ‘Zimbabwe’ in 

Shona (local language of the people who lived and continue to reside in the region) language 

means ‘House of Stone’. While the indigenous term for India is ‘Bharat’ (which is also 

mentioned in Indian constitution), the name ‘India’ is widely known on an international stage 

that represents the nation-state today. This name ‘India’ is derived from the river Indus, the 

valley along which the Indus valley civilization was based (Know India).  

Thus, both the countries, Zimbabwe and India are named after the civilization from which they 

grew. They have a history and cultural affiliation to that name and as nation-state reflect the 

cultural and civilizational strong hold that spills over into their political sphere.  

 

 

Great Zimbabwe, in Zimbabwe. Available at: 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/great-zimbabwe/ 

 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/great-zimbabwe/


India-Zimbabwe 
Sapio Analytics – Geopolitical Division (Concept Paper #4) 

 

7 
 

  

 

Indus Valley Civilization. Available at: https://medium.com/tathya-india/the-story-of-

harappan-civilisation-359174da4edd 

 

Thus, as nation-state states the cultural & civilizational influences that India and Zimbabwe 

have with regards to their history, are palpable similarities between the two. These civilizations 

although in different time period and continents have an enormous influence on the countries 

they have formed today.  

These civilizations should be preserved and protected for the coming generations. India has 

been seeking its modern growth based on its rich civilisation, extracting knowledge from 

the ancient times, and generating pride that is driving its current economic growth. 

Zimbabwe has potential of such growth due to the inherent similarities in the nature of 

pride, knowledge and inspiration. 

Sapio Analytics dedicates its technological know-how for digital restoration so that ancient 

monuments and such civilizational heritage can be preserved and protected for generations to 

come. Sapio Analytics aims at built synergies between the past and the present by inculcating 

the technological advancement to restore, preserve and protect our ancient cultural and 

civilizational heritage. It is our history that we know where we come from and gives us a sense 

of identity and belonging. As, Martin Luther King, Jr. puts in, ‘We are not makers of history. 

We are made by history’. 

 

 

 

https://medium.com/tathya-india/the-story-of-harappan-civilisation-359174da4edd
https://medium.com/tathya-india/the-story-of-harappan-civilisation-359174da4edd
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Diaspora 
 

The unofficial ambassadors of India in Zimbabwe paved the way for India-Zimbabwe relations. 

The Indian diaspora in Zimbabwe, became the face of India throughout the years of 

Zimbabwean nation- first as a colony of Britain, then in Rhodesia and since independence in 

Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe today is home to approximately 9000 Indian origin population. The 

number is far less than what Indian diaspora is in US, UK or Australia. But the life of Indian 

diaspora in Zimbabwe has been unique to building relational bridges between India and 

Zimbabwe.  

Many Indian origin diaspora rose to highest authority in the country. Senator K. G. Patel was 

a member of Zimbabwe’s Politburo. He migrated to Zimbabwe in 1921 during a period of 

turmoil in Zimbabwean history. The 1960s saw a Unilateral Government come to power under 

PM Ian Smith in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe). Mr. Patel joined the National Democratic Party 

and Zimbabwe African Union to fight against the unjust white minority Rhodesian regime 

under Ian Smith. He became the Deputy Secretary of Zimbabwe African Union Politburo. In 

2012, Zimbabwean government built a memorial at the National Museum and Monuments of 

Zimbabwe. It listed people who had made a contribution towards Zimbabwean independence, 

development and progress. One of the names among the list was of Mr. K. G. Patel 

(Zimbabwe’s National Hero,2018). He is part of what is called the National Heros Acre in 

Zimbabwe.  

 

National Hero’s Acre, Harare, Zimbabwe. Available at: 

https://www.chronicle.co.zw/editorial-comment-lest-we-forget-lets-honour-our-heroes/ 

https://www.chronicle.co.zw/editorial-comment-lest-we-forget-lets-honour-our-heroes/
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One of the founder members of ZAPU (Zimbabwean African People’s Union) was Mr. R.K. 

Naik (India Today, 1978). ZAPU was the first political organization with a united national 

character in Zimbabwe that called for independence and majority rule in southern 

Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe). Majority rule in Zimbabwe meant, black rule, since the majority 

population in Zimbabwe was ethnically black. For Mr. Naik to be one of the founding members 

of the central committee of ZAPU is a unique situation. He was not ethically black, his 

community, Indians, were a minority in the country. But by forming ZAPU, that demanded a 

majority rule he showcased the amount of trust and brotherhood between Indians and black 

majority population. It can also be interpreted as a coming together of two communities in 

Zimbabwe, against a one common enemy -British white population that ruled over Zimbabwe 

(then Rhodesia).  

A peek into Mr. Naik early personal life can be an important filler for understanding his 

involvement in ZAPU’s formation and India’s indirect influence in it. When he was 3 years 

old his family visited India. They stayed in India until 1944, when he was 16 years old (The 

Guardian,2009). Coming from a Gujarati Indian family, his hometown was a hot bed of 

freedom movement in India’s struggle for independence. The period Mr. Naik and his family 

lived in India coincided with the increasing influence of Mahatma Gandhi on India’s 

freedom movement. It was the period of increasing demand for independence from British 

rule throughout India. From 1931 to 1944, several movements in Indian Freedom struggle 

ultimately sealed India’s independence. This was also the period when Mr. Naik and his family 

lived in India. Between 1931 to 1944, Quit India movement (1942) was launched, Subhash 

Chandra Bose established the Indian National Army and called Gandhiji, the ‘Father of the 

Nation’ for the first time. It was also the period when the ‘Government of India Act,1935’ came 

into being wherein the dyarchy introduced by Government of India Act 1919 was ended. This 

meant that a Federation of India was established.  

The age at which Mr. Naik lived in India and the freedom struggle for India’s independence 

must have had a great influence on his young mind. Moreover, according to experts 11-14 years 

is the age of development both, physical and cognitive. It is at this age that the brain develops 

abilities to reason, learn, think and remember. ‘Kids this age typically focus on the present, but 

they are starting to understand that what they do now can have long-term effects’ (British 

Columbia, Health Link). Simply put, it is at this stage that an individual grasp information and 

begins to reflect on them. Mr. Naik was in India amidst the fierce struggle for India’s 

independence which in turn could have influenced his understanding and motives when he 

returned to Zimbabwe at the age of 16 in 1944.  

In Zimbabwe he was given the African name ‘Mahlangu’ or ‘one of us’ as a way of showcasing 

the acceptance he had from Zimbabwean people. When he was detained in Gonakudzingwa 

prison he was ill-treated and separated from other ZAPU leaders. According to Mr. Naik’s 

accounts, when Mr. Joshua Nkomo (the leader of ZAPU and later the Vice-President of 

independent Zimbabwe), found out about this, he was angry and brought Mr. Naik into wider 

community of ZAPU detainees at the prison. This account showcases the loyalty they had 

towards each other (Alexander,2011:10). Mr. Naik lived in exile in Botswana between 1977 to 

1980, a period of struggle that finally gained Zimbabwe its independence in 1980.  
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In 1978, he was among the four delegates from Zimbabwe that visited Delhi for the World 

Peace Council Against Apartheid and the Liberation of Africa. He established relations with 

Congress government and also met PM Morarji Desai. According to the interview of Mr. Naik 

that he gave to India Today in 1978, he had made some links between Congress and ZAPU 

while in Delhi. The obituary article for Mr. Naik in ‘The Guardian’ (2009) gives accounts on 

how he was inspired and motivated by Gandhian principles and philosophy. He incorporated 

Gandhian principles of non-violence in his thinking, conduct and actions. He thus, is a great 

example of Indian diaspora in Zimbabwe that (unconsciously) did his bit to bridge India and 

Zimbabwe.  

Another such example of excellence of Indian diaspora in Zimbabwe is Mr. Bharat Patel. He 

is currently the Zimbabwean legal practitioner, a Supreme Court judge, who is former Acting 

Attorney General of the country. 

Thus, the Indian diaspora in Zimbabwe was truly Zimbabwean in their cause, belonging and 

understanding which can be the highest regard of any diasporic population in their adopted 

country. Indian diaspora in Zimbabwe are Zimbabweans in every sense of the term and there 

can be no greater honour for India and Indians. This is reflective of the layered cultural connect 

between the nations. 

There does not exist a direct and obvious answer as to why Indians migrated to Zimbabwe, and 

therefore their migration is often referred to as ‘deflected immigration’ (Kalshekar:4). In other 

words, many Indians who migrated to Zimbabwe could have wanted to go to South Africa or 

other regions of the continent but found their way into Rhodesia and decided to settle 

(Musoni,2017). Thus, the current Indian diaspora that have contributed towards Zimbabwean 

freedom, progress and development are majorly a result of a coincidence.  

Indian diaspora in Zimbabwe is thus, a destiny and fate which has great potential to grow and 

contribute towards India-Zimbabwe’s greater friendship in the future.  
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Claiming identity through sports 

 

The Siddi population in India, is a unique Indo-African community settled mostly on the 

western coast of India. These are from the Bantu tribes of southern Africa brought over to India 

as slaves first by the Arabs in the 7th century, then by the Portuguese and the British at the start 

of 16th century (BBC Travel,2016). Today there are 40,000-50,000 Siddi community in India 

of which 90% live in the forest areas of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Karnataka.  

They are Indian citizens today who have assimilated in Indian way of life. They speak the local 

language, consume the local food and dress like any other Indian in those areas. In Gujarat, 

they are Gujaratis, in Maharashtra they are Maharashtrians and in Karnataka they are 

Kannadiga. Today, they have adopted Indian culture as per the state they find themselves in. 

 

Siddi community in India. Available at: https://www.soulveda.com/conversations/siddis-the-

story-of-a-lost-tribe/ 

According to the Geographical Population Structure analysis conducted by two researchers 

Priyanka Upadhyai and Ranajit Das (2017), the Siddi community in India today, trace their 

ancestral origin to the present-day border between Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana. 

Zimbabwe has the largest population on Bantu people (99%) among the three countries. This 

although do not suggest that the current Siddi population in India is of direct Zimbabwean 

descent but at least a majority of them have some connection to Zimbabwe.  

In 2019, Shantaram Budna Siddi became the first person from Siddi community to be 

nominated as the Member of Legislative Council from Karnataka to the Rajya Sabha or the 

Upper House of Parliament (The Print,2019). He is also the first graduate from his community. 

The Siddi community in India are as Indians as any other community in the country because 

they feel Indian. Although being assimilated in the country for more than five centuries, their 

physique, body structure and appearance is African. With dark skin and curly hair, they stand 
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out in the crowd. There physical appearance has caused them to face discrimination, racial 

abuse and a loss of sense of belonging in urban areas. Hence, they prefer living in their forest 

dwellings (Siddi: In it the long run,2016) 

In 1980s, the Siddi community came in limelight due to the ‘Special Area Games Scheme’ 

(SAG) introduced by Sports Authority of India. The Scheme wanted to harness Siddi 

community’s superior body strength, and natural athleticism to win medals on international 

sporting events for India. Being a descendent of African Bantu population they had a natural 

inclination and talent as compared to other Indian communities when it came to athletic sports. 

It was through sports that the Siddi community was to gain recognition. Through the scheme, 

India have had two hugely successful athletes from Siddi community – Kamala Babu Siddi, 

who at 15 broke the record in girl’s pentathlon in her first athletics meet in South Asian 

Federation Games in 1993, and Philip Anthony Siddi who became the first Siddi athlete to 

represent India on international sporting event.  

According to Juje Jackie Harnodkar Siddi, (who was also selected in 1989 under SAG), the 

SAG was started for Siddi community (Siddi: In it the long run,2016). But was suspended in 

1993 and the Siddi community was back in their forests. Since 2015, the scheme has been 

revived and Juje is training his team for representing India in 2024 Olympics.  

It is through sports that the small African community in India is trying to get recognition and 

awareness about their community and love for their country. Sports is seen as a way for the 

Siddi community in India to be more accepted, recognized and liked in their own country.   

In Zimbabwe too, sports became a way for Indian diaspora to be accepted and recognize as a 

community. It became a way to ‘insert themselves into a national culture that had typically 

excluded non-white racial minorities from nationalist consciousness’ (Patel,2016). In other 

words, it was through sport (cricket) that Indians in Zimbabwe were trying to create their own 

niche as Indian Zimbabwean. Sunrise, the Indian community sport club in Harare was formed 

in 1934. Even before Zimbabwe became independent, Indian Zimbabwean had started to play 

cricket and win tournaments. The Sunrise sporting club was opened in Zimbabwe in 1969, the 

centenary year of Mahatma Gandhi (Patel,2016:476). Post-independence, Zimbabwean cricket 

was at its glory from 1997 to 2003, when Zimbabwe defeated all the test-playing cricket team 

except Australia. They defeated India, Pakistan, New Zealand and South Africa. Sam Curran, 

son of Kevin Curran who was part of Zimbabwean cricket team when it was at its glory played 

for Indian Premier League Cricket as part of Chennai Super Kings Team.  

Arguably, one of the only matches in modern Indian cricket history that has not been recorded, 

is the 1983 match between India and Zimbabwe in Lords, London. Kevin Curran and Peter 

Rawson together took five wickets and the scoreboard read only 17 runs! It was amongst the 

greatest performances of Zimbabwean cricket team. But Indian skipper, Kapil Dev turned the 

match 360 degree. He scored 175 runs (not out). This was one of Kapil Dev’s greatest matches 

which was never recorded but is always talked about. BBC was on a strike and no other official 

recording of the match took place. The final result was India winning the match, but it was the 

Zimbabwean team that the world realized was now a force to reckon with. This cricket match 

where both teams played their finest isn’t recorded making it another of India-Zimbabwean 

relations that not many people known about. Today, Zimbabwean national team’s head coach 

is Lalchand Rajput who is a former Indian cricket player. 
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Sports has been a common thread for minority communities of both India and Zimbabwe to be 

better accepted, liked and carve out their own niche in their adopted country. Sports gave both, 

Siddi community of Bantu African descends in India and Indian diaspora in Zimbabwe an 

identity of their own. It enabled their community to be more readily accepted in their adopted 

country. It was through sports that both the communities (Bantu African community and Indian 

Zimbabwean) carved out their niche that spread awareness and created a sense of belonging 

for the minority community in both India and Zimbabwe.  
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Former British Colonies 

 

India and Zimbabwe were both colonized by Britain. After its independence, India, a 

champion of decolonization on an international stage, provided Zimbabwean guerilla 

fighters with training, logistical and material support during the liberation struggle 

(Business Economy, 2010:2). Zimbabwe had been part of international initiatives taken by 

India like NAM (Non-Aligned Movement), and shared ideological goals with regards to anti-

imperialism, decolonization, south-south cooperation. (Ibid:32). Although in different 

continents the demand and struggles for independence in India and Zimbabwe against Britain 

are common.  

Moreover, one can form a parallel between India and Zimbabwe’s independence with regards 

to having Britain as one common enemy. When the diverse tribes and communities in 

Zimbabwe were united against a common enemy, their colonizers- Britain, they became a force 

to be reckon with. This finds a common ground in India, where the vast country with its 

geographical, religious and linguistic diversity fought together against Britain to gain 

independence.  

Being referred to as the jewel in the crown of British empire, many of the strategies that Britain 

used in other parts of its empire where first tried and tested in India. The theory of indirect 

rule that Britain experimented in India (Fisher,1984), was opted in Zimbabwe as well. 

Frederick Lugard, conceptualized this political idea where the local population was ruled by 

the local chief or administrator elected by British government in the region. In India, princes 

of princely states were utilized by Britain against its own people. But in Zimbabwe by 

employing indirect rule the role of the spirit mediums or ‘N’anga’ was reduced. The spirit 

mediums were of a great importance to people of Zimbabwe. Since religion was not a water-

tight compartment in Zimbabwe, like in India before Britain arrived, the spiritual mediums 

(chiefs) were considered equally vital to the working of their community along with the 

administrator. Having forced their religion and culture on the tribes in Zimbabwe, Britain not 

just broke the tribal system and socio-political traditions but also paved the way for its own 

debacle. Even today Christianity in African tribes’ feels foreign to the people following it. As 

Kaome observes, ‘many Africans would go to Chrich and still come back and practice 

their traditional rituals and customs. To them, two are different and should not be 

brought into each other’s ways (2016:60).  

Today there are streets named after the spirit mediums or N’anga in Zimbabwe. There is also 

a statue of the spiritual medium in Harare. The spirit mediums are the ones who recruited 

masses of Zimbabwean people in the 1896-1897 war of liberation against the colonial power. 

For indigenous tribes of Zimbabwe, their land was part of their traditions and culture and cannot 

be bought or taken away from them without losing their identity. According to Troisi (1979:130 

quoted in Kaome,2016:68), the 1855-1856 Santhal rebellion against British rule in colonial 

India finds a parallel to the nature of the revolt in Africa. The Santhal are indigenous tribes 

from the forest that today span the border regions of states of West Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand 

and southern Bihar. Their land was their emotional base. Similarly, for tribes in Zimbabwe, 
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their land provided not just economic security but were powerful link with one’s ancestors. 

When Britain snatched this land, the spiritual mediums formed rebellion, uniting the many 

tribes in the region similar to the Santhal tribes who united themselves to fight against British 

rule on the grounds of exploitation (Kaome,2016).  

 

Spirit Medium Ndebeles statue in Harare, Zimbabwe. Available at: 

https://twitter.com/cohsunshinecity/status/1397244799384788992/photo/4 

Spiritual mediums were leaders who understood the pulse of their people. There was cultural 

undercurrent while accepting them as leaders. They used cultural symbols to recruit masses 

into a social movement that sought to oppose colonial rule (Ibid,2016:77). These in Zimbabwe 

were called ‘Chimurenga rebellion’. These rebel movement united the majority and minority 

tribes of Zimbabwe. They became a force together. The ‘Chimurenga’ rebels motivated Shona 

(majority) and Ndebeles (minority) in Zimbabwe to participate in the war to liberate their 

ancestral lands (Ibid). This finds a ground in Gandhiji’s freedom movement and the ways he 

implemented. He introduced ‘khadi’ as a cultural symbol to unite the Hindu (majority) and 

Muslim (minority) to fight British rule.  

Shona and Ndebeles tribes have had been enemies but in the face of colonial oppression, their 

need for cultural identity and land unified them (Ibid:77). Similarly, Hindus and Muslims 

haven’t always been friends before the British arrived, but when it came to an external enemy, 

they united to fight for freedom. In both these incidences, it was the vital role of social 

movements that run deep rather than just fighting for freedom. According to Snow (Ibid:2016), 

social movement can bring diverse groups with different agendas together. Simply put, social 

movements are linked to the cultural and social system of the people of the region and hence 

more effective to form a collective base to fight against a common enemy.   
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What is more that there were two Chimurenga war of liberation, and it was the second war of 

liberation that gained Zimbabwe its independence (Mufuranhunzi,1995 quoted in 

Kaome,2016:68). The first Chimurenga rebel in Zimbabwe became an organizing tool for 

nationalist movements that lead to another revolt and ultimately freedom in 1980. Similarly in 

India, the rebel in 1857 is popular referred to as first war of independence which united the 

Hindu and Muslims, but the revolt was crushed. In was only a century later that another 

persistent fighting gained India its independence in 1947.  

Today there is a statue of the spirit medium, Nehenda who united people in the first 

Chimurenga rebel in Zimbabwe’s capital. Moreover, the word Chimurenga has become a 

pan African term to display revolt and rebel. Thus, the spirit with which Zimbabwean 

people fought for independence and the similarities of their methods with India brings to the 

forefront the unknown common ground between India and Zimbabwe. This as nation-states 

can be harnessed further in today’s bilateral relations. Being colonized by the same colonial 

power, fighting together and gaining independence has a long overpowering effect on both 

India and Zimbabwe.  

If these similarities are studied more deeply, it could bring out another side of India 

Zimbabwe’s relation in the long run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



India-Zimbabwe 
Sapio Analytics – Geopolitical Division (Concept Paper #4) 

 

17 
 

 

Reparation from Britain 
 

President Emmerson Mnangagwa, while unveiling the spirit medium Mbuya Nehanda’s statue 

in Harare vowed to continue to push for the return of her skull that was taken by the British 

when they won the first war of Chimurenga, crushing the tribal population of Zimbabwe 

(Smithsonian Magazine,2021). Even before him the first President of independent Zimbabwe, 

Robert Mugabe, had demanded London’s Natural History Museum to return the skull of 

Nehanda. She was hanged in 1898, the same year the region was named southern Rhodesia 

under Briton’s rule. With the age of colonial reparations, many former colonial powers have 

apologized and even returned handicrafts and material things taken over from the country they 

colonized.  

In 2019, Punjab legislative assembly anonymously passed a resolution that demanded a formal 

apology from Britain for Jallianwala Bagh Massacre (India Today,2019). Being colonized not 

only degraded, humiliated, tortured the local population it also created deep psychological 

consequences on the perception of one’s identity, community and civilization. Both India and 

Zimbabwe’s demand for colonial reparation also bring another connecting point between them. 

Both have a past that would not have happened had it not been for Britain’s colonization. 

Colonial reparation will again unite diverse tribes and communities from both the 

countries to come together for one common cause boosting its collective identity and 

nationalism.  

Britain have never taught colonial history in its schools in the true sense. The British Empire 

history that majority students are taught in school across Britain portray an image of their 

people and country to be doing the right thing- civilizing the uncivilized. Or what Rudyard 

Kipling infamously called ‘The white man’s burden’. But none of the torture, mayhem, killings 

and massacres that British officials normalized in their colonies is known to its students. 

Colonialism to British school children is portrayed in the greatest light. This narrative is 

although ethically and morally wrong, played a part for Britain to form a collective sense of 

identity without the sense of collective guilt. But for India and Zimbabwe, their cultural 

heritage, customs and traditions were looked down and labelled uncivilized by Britain. 

Demanding colonial reparations although an uncommon connection between two countries of 

two different continents, the reasons and sufferings are similar, that lead to such demands. Also, 

Britain has apologized to some countries who were former colonies so the demand if persuaded 

can be fulfilled. This coming together of India and Zimbabwe would be one of a kind.  
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Political Context 
 

Mr. Robert Mugabe was inspired by India’s independence. Even before Zimbabwe’s 

independence during an interview with the New York Times, he had observed that, the impact 

of India’s independence, and the example of Gandhi and Nehru, had a deep effect on him (New 

York Times,2019) 

Jawaharlal Nehru was the first non-African to make the world aware of the problems and the 

importance of the African continent. Even if Mahatma Gandhi was a known personality, 

because of his cause for Indians in South Africa even before Nehru; it was Nehru who first 

made India and the world "Africa-conscious".  Nehru repeated called the minority white rule 

in Zimbabwe as the phenomenon of ‘settler colonialism’. In April 13, 1953, at a public meeting 

in Delhi, Nehru spoke out about the Central African Federation. He was of the opinion that the 

Federation of Central African States, is ‘an attempt to give to a handful of white English and 

German settlers complete control over the African people in that area’ (Chhabra,1989).  

Nehru linked India’s experience with Zimbabwe and other countries in Central African 

Federation. He strongly felt that the Federation was nothing more than a mere on paper 

federation and that the colonizers will continue to torture, steal the local resources and 

discriminate the local population. On the August 17, 1960 during the parliamentary session 

Nehru said, ‘So far as the Central African Federation is concerned, their proclaimed policy 

is not one of racial segregation, although, in practice, it is so and we have suffered from it’ 

(Ibid). In other words, Nehru drew a parallel between the sufferings of India and Zimbabwe 

and was outspoken about it. It was because of Nehru’s internationalism, that Zimbabwe in less 

than two decades after India’s independence was part of India’s drive for decolonisation and 

anti-imperialism.  

Mr. Mugabe not only admired Nehru, but was also influenced by Julius Nyerere, former 

president of Tanzania. According to R.K. Naik, while forming ZANU, Mugabe was influenced 

by Julius Nyerere. Mr. Nyerere was highly inspired by Gandhian ideology. He received the 

Jawaharlal Nehru for International Understanding in 1976, and became the first recipient of 

Gandhi Peace Prize in 1996 which was started in 1995 on the 125th birth anniversary of Gandhi. 

The people Mugabe got inspiration from were inspired by Indians too apart from he himself 

being an admirer of Indian leaders.  

Mugabe was awarded Jawaharlal Nehru Award in 1989. This highlighted the growing 

significance of the relationship. When most countries in Europe were opposed to Zimbabwe’s 

election to the UN Human Rights Council citing human rights abuses, India was among the 

countries that voted in favour of Zimbabwe in 2003. Zimbabwe in turn, supports India’s 

candidature for a permanent seat in the UN Security Council. Thus, India and Zimbabwe have 

each other’s back when it comes to international organization like UN. 
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Economic and Bilateral Relations 
 

Trade has always been an important part of the Kingdom of Zimbabwe. The ‘Great Zimbabwe’ 

traded with India and other parts of Asia via the Indian Ocean. Much like with the other 

kingdoms in the area Zimbabwe was connected to a vast network of trade. 

India and Zimbabwe have a long history of close and cordial relations. During the era of the 

Munhumutapa Kingdom, Indian merchants established strong links with Zimbabwe, trading in 

textiles, minerals and metals. In the 21st century, Zimbabwe and India have continued to trade 

in minerals, textiles and pharmaceuticals. 

Ministerial meetings between India and Zimbabwe have taken place on regular basis since 

2006, that began with the high-level visit by the delegation led by H.E. Mr. Obert Mpofu, 

Minister of Industry and International Trade to India for COMESA (Common Market for 

Eastern and Southern Africa) Ministerial meeting in New Delhi on 5-6 October 2006 and 3rd 

Conclave on India-African Project Partnership (9-11 October) 

There were frequent exchanges of high-level visits in the past, bilateral or to attend Summits 

such as NAM (Non-Aligned Movement), CHOGM (Commonwealth Heads of Government 

Meeting) and G-15. 

Zimbabwe in 2018, eased the visa process for 28 countries, these countries would be entitled 

to VISA on arrival facility. One of the countries was India (IndiaTimes,2018). Zimbabwe aims 

at improving relations with India with regards to tourists that would ultimately bring economic 

growth, increased in tourism industry and strengthening the ties even greatly between the two 

countries.  

Zimbabwe has, of late, started following ‘Look East Policy’ and India is now looked upon 

as an important trading as well as business partner. 

 

Bilateral Trade Year 

(April-March) 

Exports to Zimbabwe 

( in million US$) 

Imports from Zimbabwe 

(in million US$) 

2010-11 113.95 11.56 

2011-12 171.72 6.89 

2012-13 153.19 34.54 

2013-14 158.06 12.50 

2014-15 223.96 32.70 

2015-16 205.08 24.45 

2016-17 109.08 60.46 
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2017-18 163.54 62.20 

          Source: Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 2019 

In 2002-2003, India launched The Focus Africa Programme to enhance its trade with Africa 

with more than 25 African countries, including Zimbabwe. Main objective was to increase 

interaction between the two regions, by identifying the areas of bilateral trade and investment. 

India also opened lines of credit to African countries, to which Zimbabwe has been a major 

beneficiary. 

To further promote investment, the two nations formed the Indo Zimbabwe Chamber of 

Commerce in the same year. To intensify trade between the two states, Zimbabwe and India 

held the first one day investment conference in 2011 on & “Doing Business In Zimbabwe - 

Investment Opportunities And Challenges”. Several business delegates from India and 

Zimbabwe attended and this enhanced the Zimbabwe – Indian partnership. 

Indian public sector companies like Water and Power Consultancy Services (WAPCOS) 

and Telecommunications India Ltd. (TCIL) had a successful history of engagement with 

Zimbabwe. Kirloskar and Jain Irrigation have supplied pumps and irrigation equipment. Some 

Indian companies are looking for investments in mining – coal, granite, gold and diamonds.  

India has strong presence in pharmaceutical sector in Zimbabwe and Indian medicines 

are readily available in the local market. Ranbaxy and lpca Labs Ltd. have also established 

business relations with the Zimbabwean health sector. An Indian pharmaceutical company, 

“Shreya” had invested about US$ 1 million in the largest pharmaceutical company of 

Zimbabwe – ‘CAPS Ltd’. M/s Chadha Power of India were awarded a contract in April 2008 

to refurbish four units at the Hwange Thermal Power Station near Victoria Falls. 

India – Zimbabwe relations are expanding due to India’s need for a plethora of abundant natural 

resources which are readily available in Africa. As a Southern African state, Zimbabwe has 

become a vital trading partner with India.  

The Zimbabwean economy is recovering and growing at a rate of 7% per annum due to its look 

east policy encompassing trade and investment with the fastest growing economies in the 

world, China and India.  Zimbabwe stands to benefit more from its trade and investment 

engagement with India because of India’s value addition and capacity building initiatives. 

Ultimately, India – Zimbabwean trade and investment engagement should continue in the near 

future as it is apparent that it will yield positive results for both countries. 

India and Zimbabwe also are engaged in ‘Capacity Building Programmes’. The ITEC (Indian 

Technical and Economic Programme) and ICCR (Indian Council of Cultural Relations) give 

scholarships to Zimbabwean students. The Indian Institute of Foreign Trade in collaboration 

with ZimTrade also conducted Executive Development Programme on International Business 

from 17-21 November, 2014 in Harare and another such Programme from March 9-13, 2015 

in Bulawayo. 

India has provided Zimbabwe with aid, both food supplies and technology. In 2003, India gave 

an assistance of 50,000 tonnes of rice to Zimbabwe when they had experienced serious drought. 

In 2012, India set up three ‘Hole-In-The-Wall’ computer learning stations.  
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Currently, Zimbabwe is facing a decline in the foreign direct investment, in comparison to the 

expectations needed for its desired economic growth. It is a primarily agrarian economy with 

around 67% of labour force involved in agriculture. More than 60% of GDP comes from the 

services sector, while there is a large untapped percentage of unorganized sector. The presence 

of huge unorganized sector holds similarities with the economy of India, and a focus on 

structured investment in the sector holds key to the growth of the economy of Zimbabwe.  

Zimbabwe is now seeing its GDP growth after the pandemic induced tough times, and its 

growth shall be largely dependent on technology driven decision making, with advanced 

management information systems, that can help consolidate the economy and manage it better. 

With absence of a very high investment in technology R&D by Zimbabwe in the last decade, 

a relationship with India and its technologies can play an important role in mutual economic 

growth of the countries.  

With such clear inter-dependencies, the cultural and human similarities of the countries should 

come to the forefront in establishing a natural relationship based on complimentary needs, and 

seamless replication of the success of one country in a particular context in the other.  

Moving forward, India Zimbabwe have immense potential to increase trade and investment to 

even greater heights. 
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In the times of Covid-19 pandemic 
 

Covid-19 pandemic turned the world up-side down, taking more than 9000 lives world-wide, 

and affecting economies and livelihood around the globe. India initially helped over 150 

countries with Covid-19 medicines and sent covid-19 vaccines to over 75 countries. One of the 

countries India donated covid-19 related medicines was Zimbabwe.  

According to President Emmerson Mnangagwa, India’s help in these unprecedented times was 

a sign of ‘close expression of friendship’ between the two countries. In other words, India’s 

donation to Zimbabwe in these uncertain times of pandemic were perceived by Zimbabwe as 

a sign of India Zimbabwe’s friendship (Republic World,2020). Zimbabwe also became the 

first African country to okay India-made Covid-19 vaccine (Hindustan Times,2021). 

Staying true to its ancient cultural ethos of ‘Vasudaiva Kodambakkam’, India’s help to 

different countries is simply a sign of staying true to its core.   

Government Advisory firm Sapio Analytics has come up with a report that provides a deep 

research on the ways in which the developing economies can revive their economies and 

become developed economies. It provides a road map for reviving economies in a country. 

Zimbabwean economy, like many other economies of the world has faced an enormous 

set back due to Covid-19 pandemic. Further analytics is required to bring to the table a 

new perspective of reviving the economy for Zimbabwe.  
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India donated medicines to Zimbabwe for Covid-19. Available at: 

https://twitter.com/MEAIndia/status/1312293827013607424 
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Conclusion and Recommendation 
 

Being in different continents, India and Zimbabwe haven’t always known about the similarities 

between them. But as it turns out from this paper, India Zimbabwe’s relations are more than 

mere on-paper relations. It involves people, cultures, histories that lies at the very core of their 

relations. From supporting Zimbabwe’s struggle for independence to drawing parallels 

between Indian and Zimbabwean suffering, India have always, (even if not often said) seen 

Zimbabwe as someone who went through the similar pains and knows what’s it like to get to 

the place they are at. They both share a common love for diversity, pluralism and peace.  

Both countries have huge informal sector that has enormous man power and which with right 

education and skills can be harnessed into making a significant process in their respective 

countries. There is a sense of resilience the authors gathered about Zimbabwe similar to India, 

with a never-give up attitude, as demonstrated by data driven research shared in the paper. This 

emotional similarity can be used in choosing specific examples from India for replication in 

Zimbabwe, towards its socio-economic growth, particularly in the contexts of making its 

agricultural and services sector more technology driven, and in bringing its unorganized 

sector to the mainstream. 

India has used its cultural significance to attract foreign investments, setting up a new style of 

emotional management of businesses and establishing presence of untapped potential, leading 

to such investments. Similarly, Zimbabwe can dig deep into its rich cultural origins, and use 

the same to drive the socio-economic growth aspirations of its citizens, while attracting more 

foreign investments by demonstrating its potential through technology-driven support from 

India. India can gain by adding new dimensions to use cases of its new age technologies, in the 

process. The authors expect that such support shall be seamless, as most Indian technologies 

function based on cultural and geographical contexts, and these similarities between the 

countries have been outlined in this paper. 

The geographical farness between current nation-states of India and Zimbabwe today were in 

no way a hinderance to India Zimbabwe’s relations since their relation pre-dates their nation-

state status. Research and further study on India and Zimbabwe’s relations shall bring new 

parameters and perspectives through which these relations could understood, analyzed and 

promoted.  

Clear recommendations for the countries are that they: 

• Further establish clarity on their cultural and human similarities, through this paper 

and related policymaking based on further research, thus opening a new set of 

possibilities in form of trade relations driven by cultural beliefs; 

• Create a Technology Support program, where an intelligent analysis of Indian 

technologies (primarily, data driven technologies that help in creating structured 

management information systems and decision support systems, to drive up 

mainstreaming of unorganized sector, effectively increasing FDI) needs to be done to 
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establish how they can be replicated with minimum hassles, and how they can be 

implemented with the citizens of Zimbabwe;  

• Work on further enhancing the significance of their cultures in the western world, 

similar to India’s current geopolitical focus, thus creating a better bridge with more 

developed countries. India can help Zimbabwe build on the same, by drawing from 

India’s culture. This can be done through restoration of original glory and 

demonstration of the same to the world.  

The above steps shall not only attract more foreign investment in Zimbabwe, due to an increase 

in trust and credibility in the businesses there, but it shall also help increase the productivity of 

its citizens. India shall also gain by having a more trusted partner in its journey towards 

becoming a developed economy.  

In addition, additional analysis needs to be done, because one thing is clear: India and 

Zimbabwe are more similar to each other than what seems on the surface.  

For India and Zimbabwe, their past has formed a link between these two countries whose 

bilateral relations has a great capacity to be developed becoming important economies of Asia 

and Africa respectively. It’s time that India Zimbabwe’s relations are brought into the 

limelight that they deserve.  
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