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Prepared by Sapio Analytics, a government advisory firm, that works closely with Government 

of India bodies in the field of geopolitics, through its Geopolitical Division, this paper is a part 

of the series of white papers that study India’s relations with countries across the world.  

The purpose of this paper is to introduce and study relations between India and Eswatini. The 

relation between the countries has a great potential to develop and grow, and an analysis driven 

plan can strengthen the outputs of this potential.  

Our past can never be outdated, as it has our existence rooted in it. This paper on India-Eswatini 

takes into account our history, our present, our unique cultures, and much more to identify and 

derive what can be a mutually beneficial association.  
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Summary of the Paper 
 

This paper introduces its readers to unique aspects of Eswatini, while deep diving into Eswatini 

and India relations, and trying to establish areas of natural synergy between the countries.  

It talks about existing relations that have been well covered, as well as those aspects of the 

relations that may have missed the general eye. It uses analytics to establish linkages between 

cultures and heritage of the countries. 

Further, using evaluation of the various linkages established, and uniqueness of the countries 

derived, it uses scientific methodologies to arrive at certain action recommendations, on 

policies or programs that can be created.  

These recommendations are expected to help improve the social and economic conditions of 

Eswatini, while also establishing India’s strong bilateral relations with Eswatini. Interestingly, 

these suggestions consider linkages that may not have been actively studied earlier.  

It is expected that recommended policies need to be more detailed with further analytics if they 

are accepted for implementation. We have suggested the policies in a way that they may be 

initiated without involvement of many stakeholders, and more stakeholders can be involved as 

they start proving their success.  

Overall, the paper is aimed at informing policy makers and prominent socio-economic 

conditions’ drivers about a simmering and untapped potential of relationship between India 

and Eswatini.  
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Introduction 
 

Eswatini is a landlocked country in southern Africa. Bordered by South Africa on three sides 

and Mozambique to its northeast. It became an independent country on 6th September 1968, 21 

years after India’s independence from the same colonizers, Britain. It was the only state in 

Africa ruled by the natural successors of the leadership of pre-colonial times (Eswatini 

Natioanl Trust Commission, N.D). This gives an insight into Eswatini’s culture, people and 

way of life. Today it’s Africa’s last absolute monarchy. 

 

 

President Ram Nath Kovind meeting King of Eswatini, H.E. Mswati III in April 2018 at 

Mbabane. Available at: https://www.hcimbabane.gov.in/news_detail/?newsid=2 
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King Sobhuza II. Available at: http://eswatininaturereserves.com/cultural/king_sobhuza.asp 

Eswatini, or the land of the Swazi was adopted as the country name in 2018, to mark the 

50th anniversary of Eswatini’s freedom from Britain (BBC News,2018). It was then that 

Swaziland officially became Eswatini. Moreover, the day also marked the 50th birthday of 

Eswatini’s head of state, King Mswati III, son of King Sobhuza II, Swaziland’s longest reigning 

monarch, who still holds the title of being the longing serving monarch in the world. India 

Eswatini’s relations are relatively new. India’s High Commission in Mbabane, Eswatini’s 

capital was established on 13th August 2019. Ms. Radha Venkataraman is India’s first 

High commissioner to Eswatini (India Eswatini Relations,2021:2) 

 

 

Eswatini Map. Available at: https://www.britannica.com/place/Eswatini 

http://eswatininaturereserves.com/cultural/king_sobhuza.asp
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Eswatini has always supported India’s candidature for the permanent UN member at UNSC 

(India-Swaziland Joint Statement,2018). India and Eswatini have had cordial relations for 

years. One of the vital examples of this is that, since 2002, 17 years before India’s High 

Commission was established in Eswatini; India and Eswatini have granted each other the Most 

Favored Nation (MFN) treatment (FIEO News,2020). This signals two things:  

• Essential India and Eswatini’s economic relations 

• Close friendly relations with each other.  

 

India and Eswatini sure have had their share of disagreement. For instance, in October 2016, 

India voted against Eswatini’s proposal to legalize the international sale of white rhino 

horns at the 17th Conference of the Parties (CoP 17) of the Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). But this has neither 

discouraged India nor Eswatini to build on the common grounds.  

It is in the last few decades that India-Eswatini’s relations have increased. This paper looks at 

these increased relations between India and Eswatini in a hope to understand how it can be 

sustained and be mutually beneficial to both the countries.  

 

South – South Cooperation 
 

India has been supportive in capacity building in tax matters in developing countries. In January 

2019, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved the Signing 

of Terms of Reference (TOR) governing the engagement of designated Indian experts to 

provide tax assistance to Eswatini (formerly Swaziland) under the ‘Tax Inspector Without 

Borders Program’ between India and Eswatini (PIB, GoI,2019) This Capacity Building 

program is one of the many initiatives between India and Eswatini. 

Among the most important initiatives of capacity building between India and Eswatini is the 

Line of Credit (LoC) that India has extended to Eswatini. The LoC of USS$ 108.28 million 

extending technical and financial support for construction of the new parliament building 

of Eswatini (High Commission of India, Mbabane, Eswatini,2020) Eswatini is a monarchy and 

India a democracy.  
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Available at: https://www.hcimbabane.gov.in/docs/1620712222Eswatini_India_Booklet-

Final%20Print2021_compressed.pdf 

India has extended its Line of Credit (LoC) for Eswatini’s parliament building which signals 

an important aspect about India. India’s LoC do not come with conditions applied to it. In other 

words, although being the largest democracy in the world, India does not believe in exporting 

democracy (Hall,2017). This is because India does not support forcing democracy upon a 

country, by toppling the existing government even when LoC is provided. This gives India the 

credibility and a sense of assurance to the people and government of Eswatini that even if India 

has given the LoC for building the parliament, it in no way sees this as an opportunity to forcing 

democracy externally in Eswatini.  

India and Eswatini are among the few countries which have some of youngest population in 

the world. The average age in Eswatini is 20.7 years while in India its 28.4 years 

(worldometer,2021). This makes the investment in countries infrastructure, jobs and economic 

growth even more essential. It was back in July 2008, that India-Eswatini signed a MoU on 

strengthening of bilateral co-operation in area of computed aided education to children at the 

elementary levels in Eswatini. Under this the Hole-in-Wall (HiWEL), the implementing 

agency, established 3 Hole-in-Wall Learning Stations (HITWLS) at Cetjwayo Primary School 

and Bulandzeni Community Primary School in Hhohho Region and Mahlanga Primary School 

in Manzini Region (High Commission of India, Mbabane, 2020).  

Moreover, in the year 2019-2020, 26 Eswatini students/officials availed of ITEC (India 

Technical and Economic Cooperation) training programme. On 29th July 2020, six nominees 

from Eswatini graduated from Barefoot College who underwent five months course training. 

Barefoot College, is a first of its kind, women-centered, global network dedicated to sustainable 

development in every community where poverty exist (Barefoot College). Being part of such 
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an institution must have been a booster for all the six nominees from Eswatini who can become 

catalyst for change, and help women build rural resilience in their village.  

Thus, India Eswatini support each other on larger issues of infrastructure, education, and tax 

assistance uniquely building their south-south cooperation. 

Bilateral Relations 
 

Indian MoS for Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation visited Eswatini on 13-14th July, 2015 as 

a Special Envoy of PM Modi to invite King Mswati III for the 3rd India-Africa Forum Summit 

(MEA, GoI,2016). It was then that King Mswati III arrived in India for the Summit in October-

November 2015. He met India’s PM Shri Narendra Modi and President Shri Ram Nath Kovind 

during this visit (Ibid,2016) 

On 9-10th April 2018, President Kovind visited Eswatini. During his visit, he addressed a Joint 

Sitting of the Eswatini Parliament and conveyed the Government of India's decision to open a 

resident Indian diplomatic Mission in Eswatini. A year later in August 2019, India opened its 

first High Commission in Mbabane. President was conferred the highest honour of Eswatini, 

the ‘Order of the Lion’. This was to honour the first Indian President to visit Eswatini and for 

the contributions made by India for advancing Eswatini’s development agenda. (PIB, 

GoI,2019). 

 

Order of Lion conferred upon President Kovind by H.E King Mswati III. Available at: 

https://www.facebook.com/PresidentOfIndia/posts/king-mswati-iii-of-swaziland-confers-

order-of-the-lion-on-president-kovind-this-/373110849868580/ 
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President Kovind announced many projects while in Eswatini, cash grant of US$ 1 million to 

the National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA), in-kind donation of 700 tons of rice and 

300 tons of beans for the NDMA and medicines & medical equipment worth US$ 3 Mn, grant 

assistance of US$ 400,000 for construction of irrigation infrastructure in Lubuyane in the 

Hhohho region (Ibid,2019) 

The total trade between India and Eswatini totaled US $61.97 million in 2014-15 where India 

exported $39.94 million worth of goods to Eswatini, and imported $22.03 million. While 

India's exports to Eswatini grew by 76.49% from 2013–14 to 2014–15, its imports from the 

country declined by 82.35% during the same period. The main commodities exported by India 

to Eswatini are pharmaceutical products, gold and precious metal jewelry, pearl/semi-precious 

stones, industrial machinery, fertilizers, Shellac, organic chemicals, aluminum products and 

electric machinery and equipment. The major commodities imported by India from Eswatini 

are industrial machinery, gold, residual chemical, medical and scientific instruments, 

pharmaceuticals, organic chemicals, electrical machinery, electronic instruments, pearls and 

semi-precious stones (Ibid,2019) 

Import-export: Figures in US$ million (Source: Dept. of Commerce, GOI): 

  2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 

          

India’s total exports to Eswatini 

Pharmaceuticals, 

distillate fuel, 

fertilisers & 

machinery and 

mechanical parts 

etc. 

39.56 32.71 19.20 18.57 

India’s total imports from Eswatini 

Organic Chemicals 

etc. 

39.24 8.92 9.60 7.03 

High Commission of India. Mbabane, Eswatini, 2020 

In 2019, Eswatini exported $1.44B in Laboratory Glassware, making it the largest exported of 

Laboratory Glassware in the world. In the same year, Laboratory Glassware was the 1st most 
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exported product in Eswatini. India was among the main destinations where the Laboratory 

Glassware was exported (OEC World,2019) 

During President Kovind’s visit to Eswatini, two bilateral Agreements were formalised. A 

Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in Health Sector and an Agreement for 

exemption of visas for holders of diplomatic/service passports. Moreover, President Kovind 

inaugurated the Royal Science and Technology Park (RSTP) which was built by the Line of 

Credit of US$ 20m given by India. Another US $10.4m Line of Credit is being offered by 

Indian Government for building of a Disaster Recovery Site at RSTP (India-Swaziland Joint 

Statement,2018). Moreover, a donation of US $ 1m was made to National Disaster 

Management Agency (NDMA) as well as an in-kind donation of 700 tons of rice and 300 tons 

of beans. To help enhance food security in the Kingdom, a project was completed in 2017 for 

agricultural development and farm mechanization through an Indian Line of Credit of $37.9m 

resulting in six times growth of maize productivity in the Kingdom. India also donated 

medicines and medical equipment worth USD 3 million to the Ministry of Heath of Eswatini 

(FIEO News,2020) 

His Majesty briefed President Kovind about the Kingdom’s plan to develop an export-oriented 

Special Economic Zone, which would offer Indian companies a favourable regulatory 

environment for their investments. President Kovind welcomed this initiative and 

acknowledged that the Kingdom could offer potential advantages for Indian investors who wish 

to serve the regional market in Southern and Eastern Africa (India-Swaziland Joint 

Statement,2018) 

Another interesting development was when Hon. Minister of Justice Pholile Shakantu and 

Judicial team held a virtual meeting with National Judicial Academy, Bhopal. This was for 

studying various judicial areas of India. The High Commissioner was also took part in the 

meeting. In addition, a team led by Hon. Minister of Natural Resources and Energy, Senator 

Peter Bhembe visited India in November 2019 for studying Iron Ductpipe Production. An Iron 

Ore Beneficiation Feasibility which is still under process is to follow by Steel Authority of 

India (FIEO News,2020) 

Thus, bilaterally, simultaneous efforts are being promoted and implemented by India and 

Eswatini from food grains donations to judicial and energy. For India investment in Eswatini 

would mean its indirect presence in southern Africa and for Eswatini, being in close relation 

with India would reciprocate into being considered to be present at the table at international 

collaboration and associations. 

Agri Business 

Agriculture has traditionally been the backbone of Eswatini’s economy, contributing 8% to the 

country’s GDP in 2017. The sector also provides raw material to the manufacturing sector 

through the processing of agricultural products such as timber, fruits and sugar cane. The sector 

is a major source of employment for over 70% of the rural population. 

The country has diverse agricultural activities that include sugar cane, citrus fruit, cotton, maize 

and other cereal production, as well as forestry, livestock and other undertakings which 

generate foreign exchange earnings. Agriculture is successful because of the four climatic 
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regions with fertile soils and rainfall averaging 130mm in summer and 10mm in winter and the 

availability of major dams for irrigation purposes.   

Possibilities of improving the Agri Business: 

• Increased local production of targeted products such as dairy, fruits, vegetables, 

meat and other agricultural produce 

• Value addition of agricultural produce (e.g. tomatoes, peppers, sweet corn, citrus, 

meat etc.) 

• To establish within the agribusiness, special economic zone at the King Mswati III 

International Airport 

• Agricultural products marketing services to be instituted 

India is also currently in the process of modernizing its backbone, that is its agriculture and 

food industry. This modernization is being driven by data analytics and new age technologies, 

where data is used to improve the productivity as well as market access for farmers, in a manner 

that is personalized and contextualized.  

Such deep access to data driven intelligence is possible, due to the increased data collections 

from the millions of farmers in India. The intelligence here is something that can also be used 

by farmers of Eswatini, with some additional contextualization. 

The similarities between socio-economic conditions of the farmers in the two countries (in 

certain segments) makes sure that the data driven agricultural technology intelligence being 

developed in India shall be useful for Eswatini.  

(Disclaimer: Government advisory firm Sapio Analytics is also strongly involved in extracting 

data driven intelligence for agricultural technologies).  

Heritage Restoration 
 

Eswatini’s result of 0.71/1 on Heritage Sustainability parameter of UNESCO’s Diversity of 

Cultural Expression reflects high level of priority given to the protection, safeguarding and 

promotion of heritage sustainability by Swazi authorities. The Swaziland National Trust 

Commission (SNTC) and now the Eswatini National Trust Commission (ENTC) is the 

organization responsible for the conservation of nature and cultural heritage operating under 

Ministry of Tourism and Environment Affairs in Eswatini.  

Eswatini’s ENTC has a radio program that promotes heritage and environmental issues as well 

as inclusion of heritage topics in school syllabi as early as Grade 4. In addition, it scored 0.67/1 

for the ‘protection, safeguarding and management of heritage’ which indicates the several well-

defined policies and measures, along with the community efforts. Moreover, the ENTC 

involves communities in the process of identifying tangible and intangible heritage. Thus, 

having ENTC’s heritage initiative community driven. ENTC acts as an advisory body for 

heritage restoration (UNESCO- Diversity of Cultural Expressions. CDIS- Swaziland’s 

indicators) 
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Disclaimer: Sapio Analytics is also striving for something similar to the efforts of SNTC in 

India. We are a government advisory firm who through our technological know-how want to 

preserve India’s rich and varied cultural heritage. In that effort we have partnered with Piql and 

European company, to deposit India’s cultural heritage at the vault at Arctic World Archive 

(AWA) in Svalbard, Norway. Our Heritage Restoration Division aims to provide knowledge 

and virtual experience of India’s monuments and cultural heritage making it accessible to a 

large audience.  

 

Eswatini Offices can also derive from the works of India, and use its strong heritage to promote 

itself in the world.  

Currently, ENTC’s website lacks the experiential content that technologies in India can 

facilitate. A change in such website making it attractive, user friendly and informative in nature 

is the starting point. India firmly believes that culture can contribute to the national economy 

of the country, which finds a parallel with UNESCO’s Cultural for Development Indicators 

Suite (CDIS) of Eswatini that suggests that ‘culture is a non-negotiable contributor to the 

national economy. Culture is a significant source of employment’ (UNESCO- Diversity of 

Cultural Expressions).  

Thus, preserving, promoting and getting people involved in safeguarding the cultural heritage 

of their country as an aspect have a strong hold on both ENTC and Indian Government 

Advisory firms, finding a congruence in works done by Indian bodies which can contribute to 

even greater cultural heritage preservation through ENTC in Eswatini.  

Batik came a full circle 
 

Batik is one of the oldest and most enduring forms of textile decoration. It is the art of 

decorating the clothes using wax and dye. While there are no exact locations for its origins, it 

is largely agreed that it originated from Asian region of the world. It has been practiced for 
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centuries in many parts of Asian regions, which today are countries like India, China, 

Indonesia, Japan etc.  

In India, the Ajanta Caves paintings display patterns and designs of Batiks in the cave murals 

that depicts the earliest surviving Buddhist paintings in the world today. Ajanta Cave paintings 

have been dated back to 1st and 2nd centuries BC. Hence, the batik designs have their Indian 

origin during that period. The word Batik comes from the Javanese term ‘Ambatik’ in 

Indonesia. The earliest designs on this Batik in Java, Indonesia could be seen on the stone statue 

of ancient Temples such as Prambanan (AD 800) (The New York Times,1984) and Prambana 

remains one of the oldest Hindu temples in Java. Simply put, the earliest documentation of 

batik existing in Indonesia can be found on Hindu and Buddhist sculptures. Both of these faiths 

and their cultures have their origin in India.    

Moreover, according to Burke (2008:19), batik origins are commonly believed to be in India, 

since it has the longest history with decorating textiles. Textile’s production began in second 

millennium BCE in Indus Valley. This is documented in the discovery of the earliest textile 

fragment from Mohenjo Daro settlements of Indus valley civilization. According to Burke, the 

ancient collection of textiles fragments found in Egypt from 10-11th century CE are believed 

to be of Indian origin because they are similar to known textiles from Gujarat and it is known 

that India was trading with Egypt during this time period (Ibid,2008:21). In other words, the 

ancient batik work found in the eastern coast of African continent have been inspired by the 

maritime trade routes and exchanges between the two regions in ancient times.  

India (through firms such as Sapio Heritage Restoration Division) has contributed towards 

digital restoration of the ruined mural paintings from Ajanta Caves and one can clearly see 

from the below image, the batik designs from Ajanta Caves.  

 

 

The batik dyeing is seen throughout India, but it was in the state of Gujarat that it finds its 

earliest mentions. The Khatri community of Gujarat have traditionally been the artisans of this 

art who have been practicing this art since 1st century AD. Gujarat is a western coastal state of 

India bordering the Indian ocean. Gujarat have had a strong maritime and trade relations with 
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eastern and southern Africa (Alpers,1976). Being the traditional makers of batik design, these 

must have been traded with eastern and southern Africa. Thus, the batik in eastern and southern 

Africa is largely a product of exchange and trade between India and Africa during ancient 

times.  

Baobab Batik is a social enterprise based in Eswatini that creates batiks designed products as a 

form of a sustainable work opportunity for women in Eswatini. These batiks which although 

have stemmed their own designs, patterns and products its origins lie in Indian-African trade 

during ancient times before these regions became individual nation-states.  

 

 

In February 2020, during the Sarajkund International Craft Bazaar organized by Haryana 

Tourism in collaboration with Union Ministers of Tourism, Textiles, Culture and External 

Affairs, artisans and officers from SEDCO Eswatini showcased Eswatini in India with their 

benchmark products. This team of artisans and officers were supported by Govt of India (FIEO 

News, 2020).  



India Eswatini 
Sapio Analytics – Geopolitical Division (Concept Paper #4) 

 

15 | P a g e  
 

 

Available at: https://chandigarhmetro.com/surajkund-2019-international-crafts-mela-theme-

dates-tickets/ 

According to the principal Handicraft officer Zodwa Vilakati, ‘The opportunity to showcase 

Eswatini crafts at the Indian fair afforded us a chance to study the market’ (Eswatini 

Government,2020). Simply put, it was through Indian efforts that handicrafts and artisans were 

given an opportunity to understand the market of the products and the range of international 

collaborations. One of the important parts of Eswatini’s art and craft is the batik which 

according to Eswatini government website is ‘uniquely Swazi’ (The Kingdom of Eswatini- A 

Royal Experience). In other words, batik in Eswatini today is way to showcase their culture.  

Batik has thus, come to a full circle, with its origins in India and its uniquely Swazi adaption. 

Therefore, the things that these regions exchanged and traded before they became nation-states 

reappear in their relations as nation-states. This reappearance in case of India-Eswatini is 

through textiles, an essential part of culture. Culture and cultural items that therefore were part 

of India Eswatini relations before they became politically independent have as nation-states 

resurfaced in the form of friendship and collaborations. 

 

During the time of Covid-19 Pandemic 
 

Former Prime Minister, Ambrose Mandvulo Dlamini with Hon. Health Minister, Lizzie Nkosi 

received from the Government of India E3m worth of essential medicines to combat COVID-

19 in the Kingdom. “This donation comes at a time when the country needs it most while 
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battling with the prevalent Covid-19 pandemic,” the then Hon PM said while receiving the 

medicines. India gave 20,000 doses to Eswatini on 11th March 2021 (FIEO News, 2020) 

During the times of Covid-19 pandemic India gave Eswatini essential medicines and vaccines 

that were gratefully accepted by Eswatini. Thus, showcasing India’s role in these 

unprecedented times with regards to Eswatini. India continued to provide help to Eswatini as a 

friend.  

 

 

 

 

Available at: https://www.hcimbabane.gov.in/docs/1620712222Eswatini_India_Booklet-

Final%20Print2021_compressed.pdf 
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Action Recommendations 
 

As explained in the paper, there are several areas where India and Eswatini find common 

ground. Their common love and respect of heritage, with heritage and culture being an 

important element of their development, increases the possibility of bilateral trade and 

interactions based on trust.  

In the recent past, there has been some adoption of various Indian practices in Eswatini, due to 

the efforts of various bodies including ICCR. This shall make the relationship potential higher.  

We do a scientific analysis of all parameters that are significant in both countries and that have 

the potential to bind the countries together, by creating functions of 1) Import and Export data, 

2) Other Cultural findings, 3) Primary Economic Drivers, 4) Market Potential, 5) Supply of 

Raw Resources in both countries, 6) Recent trends of successful relations 

We arrive at the following parameters through the same, that need to be studied further: 

• Healthcare Services and Solutions 

o For Eswatini, this was identified as a key element that can help improve 

productivity. 

o For India, this was identified as a strong point, as the world has been looking at 

India’s healthcare offerings (pharmaceuticals, alternative healthcare, etc) as 

being critical for the world 

o In terms of the relationship, it was found that Eswatini has started adopting 

healthcare practices that are intrinsic to India, including Yoga and various 

variants of Yoga. It was also found that countries with strong focus on heritage 

and culture have a higher appreciation for healthcare practices originating in 

culture (based on our previous research).  

• Raw Minerals and their Use Cases 

o For Eswatini, its natural resources present an opportunity that can be used by 

the rest of the world 

o For India, excellence in form of processing natural resources and extracting 

higher value out of it has been well established 

o In the context of relationship, common ground was found in various arts, crafts, 

and related materials, with similar degrees of appreciation for such products. It 

was also found that the global market does have a fascination for indigenous 

products coming out of Eswatini and India (for India, this has already been well 

established through multiple research papers) 

o Eswatini is also positioned in the global markets as a place with unique natural 

wonders. This helps establish higher value for its raw materials, if processed in 

the right way.  

Based on the above selected outputs, following areas of action are being recommended. These 

actions are designed to help improve socio-economic conditions of Eswatini and support 

India’s goals and vision while doing so, improving and impacting lives in the process, 

deepening and strengthening the bilateral relations. 
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“Raw -> Processed -> World” Trade Corridor 

The plan here is to create a well-structured process through various raw materials from 

Eswatini are imported to India, converted into consumable products, and then positioned to the 

world as a symbol of unity of India and Africa, with significant cultural and artistic value 

embedded inside it.  

This plan may require involvement of businesses from both countries, including use of new 

age technologies in identifying the right business model here. 

As next steps, following are needed: 

• Identification of all Raw Materials and Hubs in India for their processing, with a well-

designed plan around this concept 

• Upon creation of a detailed plan, involvement of various stakeholders who can facilitate 

and enable the plan is needed 

• The plan can be implemented in stages and initial pilot should be able to show the 

benefits for Eswatini (e.g., pilot can be for raw materials and stones converting into 

jewelry for the world) 

• India can use the opportunity to position its strong cultural presence in the economy of 

Eswatini 

• Global promotions can help create a market here.  

A detailed plan needs to be created for the said recommendation.  

Advanced Healthcare Ecosystem with AYUSH 

AYUSH is a ministry in India, with the acronym standing for Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, 

Unani, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa, and Homoeopathy. The focus can be on Yoga and Ayurveda, 

combined with the traditional medicines being currently imported into Eswatini from India 

(pharmaceuticals form a major part of India’s export to Eswatini). 

If an ecosystem of healthcare, powered by pharmaceuticals from India, driven by Ayurveda 

and other indigenous forms of alternative treatment, and supported by the existing indigenous 

treatments in Eswatini, is created, an advanced hybrid ecosystem shall be readied.  

Such an ecosystem may not just help improve the existing healthcare infrastructure of Eswatini, 

but also help establish India’s value further in countries in southern Africa. Overall, such an 

ecosystem can also benefit from the healthcare revolution India is currently undergoing (based 

on new age technologies, as also mentioned above). 

The next steps for such an action are: 

• Study of current healthcare ecosystem in Eswatini, with research on all forms of 

treatment and medication, and overall satisfaction level across demographics (if such a 

study is already done, the same can be used) 

• Evaluation of direct linkages between existing ecosystem and what India has to offer 

through AYUSH (the possibilities are established through this paper, and a detailed 

evaluation is now needed) 

• Creation of a paper of a new healthcare ecosystem in Eswatini 
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• Involvement of relevant stakeholders and initiation of the same, through direct support 

from India.  

A detailed plan needs to be created for the said recommendation.  

Conclusion 
 

India Eswatini’s relation is relatively new, yet through this paper we get an idea as to how 

much potential this relationship has going forward. With diverse population and developing 

economies both countries can mutually benefit from joint collaborations, agreements and MoU.  

Eswatini for India is way to build a strong and newer friend in southern part of African 

continent. Being South Africa’s neighboring country, in the long term this friendship can have 

the potential to begin a new collaboration. Eswatini is rich in raw materials and Indian 

companies can be a potential partner bringing in new ways of investments, effectively taking 

these raw materials to India, add more value to it, and make something for the world.  

In the end India and Eswatini may share not many things in common, but one thing that takes 

this relationship forward will be mutual and interdependent growth and development, finding 

an organic synergy as established through this paper.  

 

 

King Mswati III of Eswatini and PM Narendra Modi. Available at: 

https://www.hcimbabane.gov.in/event_detail/?eventid=1 

 

https://www.hcimbabane.gov.in/event_detail/?eventid=1
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